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THEFT FROM INTERSTATE SHIPMENT; 
OBSTRUCTION oF JUSTICE; BRIBERY 
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| д REFERENCES: Chicago tèletypes to Buresu, 6/25/and 7/16/59. . 
КУ Report оў ЗА JAMES г, O'CONNOR, Houston, 7/2/89, 
1 7 "Houston telétype to Bureau, 7/21/59. . . | 
| Й | l 'Chicàgo airtel, , toBuxeau, 7/28/59: Ls i 
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| А бору ‹ от іме report is désigmatéd.i dor the ЛВА,. Ьб 
Houston, inasmüch as GERALD COVELLI is awaiting:;sentencing' : b7C 
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| _ 

in Т, „S; District Court, Hougton;. Texas, on ITSMV- ў o 
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COVELLI stated that in 1957, he undertook to open c 
and operate the Cafe Cantinental at 44 Ес алко сугее b7C 


m. umi. O E 
ЕЕЕ 


Не stated that at the time the case was opened he 
received $10,000.00 credit. from the C & B Provision Company, | 
suppliers of meat, which company is oyned bv JOE "CABSAR" 


| DI VARCO., MMY ALLEGRETTI, and. (FNU) Pe 
= ә I 
| [LeovELLI stated that he. regarded these individuals as е 
He stated 
that at the same time that he opened ihe cale ne ресаше 
indebted to tle extent of $4800.00.. for а neon signu-at the 
cafe which was installed Љу’ the Right-Way ght Compan 
ала another known 
| TO nin as 


COVELLI stated that the Cafe Continental got into 
considerable debt and C & B Provision Company and Right-Way 
.Light Company, among other creditors began to press for.. 
payments to the point where the cafe would ordinarily have 
due had to go into bankrüptcy.  COVELLI stated, however, JOE 
i ' "RUFFY" LISCIANDRELLO, who was опе. ої "the outfit" in. Chicago; 
came to him and informed him that he would "keep. the wolves 
off" for 254 . interest in the саўе.  COVELLI státed that һе 
had по choice in the matter ра | 
continued operation of the cafe, although 
was for all practical purposes the business of LISCIANDRELLO. 
J"COVELLI said that since he was поў realizing any monéy from 


| 

| : the operation of the c&àfe he went into the mannequin business 
under the name of Adore Fashions at 2213 

' ou chigan Avenue. Не stated that this. business was 


| destroyed. by an unfortunate incident wherein one of the ” 

| fjanneqduins in а display window of Marshall Fielüs in Chicago 

i broke apart. He stated. that he was occupied with Adore | 
Fashions for 6 or 7 months at that time апа during that 
same period received only. his. groceries out of the Cafe 


Continental. 
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He stated that it was then in approximately the 
latter part of 1947 or the first part of 1958 that he heard 
that the. Silver Dome оп Wilson Avenue in Chicago, which is 


s up. for lease by the 
Friendly Loan Company 
іп. Chicago. COYELLI Obtained the lease. from the owner and. 


subleased the 

He stated that and 
that FRANK "HOTDOG" LISCIANDRELLO who. was just cut of prison 
worked as а bouncer at the. 511уеб роще. COYELLI stated that 
the place vas in reality othe tme 

LISCIANDRELLO who 
COVELLI stated that it Was пе: [sed 
.$900,00 for the. first month's rental оі the Silver Done. 
COYELLI stated that because һә hed а record he was«not . 
permitted to operate the business апа tht а11 ене" n 
VAS supposed to receive was $10.00 per day from the "proceeds. 








COVELLI stated - Si me had been in 
operation about four days when a raid bý _ 
Bureau Agents and Alcohol gonts was made similtàneously 


on the Silver Done, Cate Cont nental. and. the Flame. зе 


2 - М = 12 ас: и з x I „ү 


күл рү е Ба ec пас пе dic not ZDOW tha t stolen whisk ey 

been piacéd in the Silver Dome or the Flame, but that а day 
"ог two before the:raids һе S&w:what amounted to 400 casés 
of Sunnybrook Whiskey : іп:а storage гобп at the regr of the 
:Cafe Cor Ба ated when he saw this he told 

i ontinental апа а15о 
"RUFFY" AAANDRELLO nd. to get the whiskéy out 
of the Са ў а1 or everybody would get in trouble, 
of tne Cafe Cantinaniat Һай no knowledge of the stolen . 
whiskey. У i | 











COVELLI. cla. .did not know who had stolen 
:  theiff WhiSkey, but that d him he.paid 98.00 


а case for.it LLIsaid brought the whiskey 
in а truck believed rented in the name of 
one o e individuals responsible for the theft of the 


пісе 2710 he wh е was wuwnloadec 


" " E 
ма „йе, (Я = 
- * 


idt 


ё 
{= а 


рб 
БС 











р rina таған 
tP, 














CG 15-12848 


Continental | ro HLderstool тве WhISEGy WES -ЫЕТОЕЙБЕ Бя. 
COVELLI: stated he understoo e whiskey was unloaded about 


8100. ала, and that he, COVELLI, did not learn of its 
presence there until he went to the cafe early in the after- 
noon of the same day. Не stated that "RUFFY"LISCIANDRELLO 
told.him not to worry Because the whiskey would be gone by 
the end of the. week. He said the whiskey was to be sold 

at $30.00 to- 935.00 а case and the.profit was to be 
realized Бу] | "RUFFY" LISCIANDRELLO, and JIMMY 
ALLEGRETTI, all of whom were involved.i he purchase of the 






COVELLI stated that the whiskey was 


| Sunnybroo consisted of either half pints or. pint 


bottles. He Stated that. he told if he was 


going to keep any of the whiskey а e e Continental he 
Should at least ——m Ў then they could only 
be charged with possession oi moonshine y. rather than stolen 


whiskey.  COVELLI said he did not know the whiskey was part — — 


of an i ment, Не also Státed he did not know 





COVELLI. stated that tbe, Stólen whiskey was placed 
at the Cafe Continental before the lease was signed, for" the 
operation of the Silver Dome. Не stated that 8% the time the 
Stolen whiskey жаз р1асва at the Silver Dome he had no i 
knowledge it was there and although he did not mean to deny: 
he had stolen whiskey in the past, he said that he was not 
so stupid аз to bring it into @а.р1асе where he would be 
charged with possession of such stolen whiskey. 


| COVELLI said he first heard that Federal Agents 
were roun olen whiskey when he received а phone 
call from at the Cafe Continental. Не said | 
that because it was generally known that he had had interest: 
in the Cafe Continental and beca&üse he^has а crimfnal record, 
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He.said һе then borrowed a car 





drove to the Silver Dome on Мі1соп Avenue in Chicago. Не 
stated that at that time he was living on Keystone Avenue in 
the Lincolnwood Section of Chicago,«A&ddress believed 7342. 
He stated the rea ; о а. 

he suspected that 


the Silver Dome might have disposed of оше о e stolen 


whiskey there. He said that he did not go into the Silver 


Dome, but from а nearby telephone station made а eall to, the 
Silver Dome which was sdswered by а person he realized must 
have been а Federal Agent. 


. (QOYELLI related that the stolen Whiskey of this 
case was. originally to have Бееһ18%огей at-the grocery store 


. owned by а brother of "RUFFY'" LISCIANDRELLO, but the brother 


would not have the whiskey at the gro&exy store.  COVELLI 
stated that he had been informed that the whiskey was to 


bring at least $30.00 а case which was а | 


stolen whiskey in Chicago. Не said that 


қ 
He stated that he was arrested after 3:00j o'clock 
in the afternoon about 3 or 4 months later and.so һай to 
remain in jail overnight for.the hearing before U.S, 
Commissioner PIKE on the following morning. He as 
represented by Attorney and that of 
the Surety Bonding Company poste 5,510,000.0 оп n the 
whiskey case and also $7,500.00 bond on the impersonation 
case against him at Pittsburgh.  COVELLI stated that he 
believed this commissioner's hearing and posting of Ропа 
occurred in June. or July of 1958. He stated that a 
the same time Attornev| ^ [informed him that ше 
the Silver Dome when the stolen 


2-74 ld COVELLI he should try to locate 
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E 






b6 
COVELLI stated that at ocated b7C 


at the SilveriDome the 
| FRANK "HOTDOG" LISCIANDRELLO in the Lincoln Hotel,ftBItago. 


COYELLI stated that he could not locate 
immediately, but that it was approximatel in the fall, -1958 
that he encountered (LNU) who was 











COVELLI b6 
during the whiskey case trial in, January, . > He stated b7C 
аһ Незегірей as 
- 2  ГООТЕПТ stated that пе іосатес 
O 2 зе Walton Bar.on Rush Street and asked her what 


COVELLI ascértzined that the.statement.alleged that he, 
AE PA  — Siiver 
Dome and that he was therefore] 7) 
| |  — khe Silver Dome. COVELLI stated thg 
222222. ће fact was that FRANK LISCIANDRELLO Vou erated 7: that  — 
й hé, COVELLI, had not even.gone near the Silver.Dome during the ~ 
Я . 4 days that. in. operation.under the lease,  COVELLI 
stated that explained: that | ,————————————————————— 
oun LISCIANDRELLO Im 
___ 


LISCIANDRELLO 
COVELLI gtäted he managed to have рэя 
| __ 


за“ 5n 3€ ving day at which ne £ orney 


nu “аа оон dav Ына 
z isora OOO hron 
ШЕН ХС7:72. 177: — — — — — — — — 


| In connection with the COVELLI b6 
ated that and . orney b /C 


= 


COVELLÍ stated that in connection with his trouble 


in Р sbureh “бра 

D 0... [раа told. іп not 

to worry that they would get| [actually а përson of b6 
————————— Б: 
| [Eo take careo? COVELLI's case there. 
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COVELL ated_that. Бе ascertained from| < | 





Dy ОУБ] ас 


PH), and who is described 
h .b 


bout З! н 
individual b7C 





I.st&ted that he bhoned| апа тат ве 
00а told him his name was гап e 
Was lookin ог а store to rént. He th to' the 

есп еген ете ер ЁТ“ һе believed that mater 
een w m when he: went to і 


COVELLI 21so. believed this event occurred about. December, 

1958, prior to the time he гесеіуей а continuance in his 

trial to tho date of January 15, 1959. He said he spoke to 
privately іп а rear room of the 


EM 
m he was actually COVELLI and that|  . — — |. 


рё 
b7C 


OVEL. 
заа ре gerenped| 2 jo Attorney 
L _ loffice {Ше оС Пау тог гипс), at which time 
oual — ватевй to this 


on recontact by COVEL. ne claimed ` 


COVELLI stated that he, hinigelf, had planned 
his defense in the whiskey case and'h8 wanted Attorney b7C 
to subpoena the following persons: 


à 1. 5 
FRANK LISCIA b6 


b7C 
| | | [от the Silver Dome who could 
testify that COVELLI had merely f;Sübleased the Silver Dome 
and would not operate it; 
b6 
b7C 
о could state not operate 
ontinental where some of the stolen whiskey was , 
located; 
-I- 
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4) The Chicago Police. Sergeant from the 35th. District 
who had told COVELLI to stay out of the Cafe Continental; 


| о; testify that 
, COVELLI ёй 


6) FRANK І, RELLO, who. would either testify 
that or eise perjure himself. 

COVELLI stated that although h the above 
witnesses in his defense, his attorney, did not . b6 
subpoena а single one of these witnesses an oid COVELLI БС 


the only опе necessary to testify was himgelf. COVELLI - 
stated that 232 еа JIMMY ALLEGRETTI told him not., 
to worry as the nt had no. case, 

COVELLI stated that after choosing the jury; 
| [кае him a.half sheet of paper on which had .been 
written a.list of the jurors and information concerning 7 
` them which was developed in the course of their; being selected; 


wo of the names bore check: marks; therë was only one 
ор. the list which name “аз checked bê 
and tbe other checked name was’ believed an DC 
sounding name that рс piy began: 






CO d' that at the 


ше] | [approved the selection of 
and the information was developed 
COVELLI told 





pū са е would.make а go | | 

: At the the court session when the jury had 
been impanelled, gave. COVELLI the list of jurors 
with the two check names and told him to take it to JIMMY ЭС 
or CAESER (ALLEGRETTI or DIVARCO). COVELLI stated that he ЕЗІ» 


then went directly to the Sterling Glass Сойрапу- b [4 — 
апа JOE '"CAESER" DI VARCO 
a few others were there an e gave ` ors to —] 


. COVER PÀGE 
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ғ 


Ц 
| [DIVARCO looked at it and| 824. that 
DIVARCO had better make the calls, DIVARCO then called one 


According to CO "upon observi t, chose 
the name of the on. the list; and \ 
remarked "here'S e guy we went."  COVELLI said that although 


he heard mentioned the names оў the іп4іуідцгісз to be called, 
he.did not know if they were reached as he did. not listen in 












on the conversaiion а said after a call was made to 
either DIVARCO| | |mede а phone ‹ call ӨП Пе office o 
the Chief of Personusl of the Chicago ice Department to 
juror ` 
OVELLI said 
зе, did пої ow who might nave ревер contacted at the Police 


Department but theidistrict where SUN was 
ascertained through the phone call., COVELLI .steted that  — 
DIVARCO then. got in touch with JIMMY. ALLEGRETTI and asked | 
i іп'е шеп" in the district wher: 
Then .DIVARCO asked # 











- 5 | 
knew: what to do from that point.  COVELLI ststédrita was onthe > |J — 
same afternoon on which the | s ké it he ar : | 





(1... [веегПпе Glass Compüny and ; 
drove. to. West Chicago to а location which COVELLI. recalled to 
was to be contacted. e purpose o S trip was to determine 
и 


COVELLI:said tha 
that location "about .20 minutes йе COVELLI remained in the. 
car and they then drove. to the 


to see 

for about а half an hour while. І. remained in the car. 
After leaving dropped COVELLI at his. 
' home. assuring. COVELLI he.should not worry as everything 5 маз 
all right. 


The following Monday COVELLI went at fto court by 


27107 D “аде е 16 е пе 3honed 


-------:-::Б----------- | СОУЕЫМ tald] | 
ае the Greek Restaurant 


pr state апа Kinzie Streets in Chicago; 
ж Y" Deae, 


идей 
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b6 


Jurors D III mmus" zs 
on vacation and were not available for interview. 


Investigation Resulting From 
Interview with COVELLI Concerning Bribery 


| On July 19, 1959, the Houston Division advised 
that GERALD COVELLI maintained ignorance of the bribery. 


COVELLI stated that a few days prior to the 
Theft From interstate Shipment trial in Chicago, in January 
1959, he located (FNU)| j(phonetic spelling) аба] 
р 
А. АА. a r- Бс 
mero ||) ox 
E ANE 
JISCIANDRELLO, and, according to COVELLI, 


LISCIANDRELLO DERI OVEL: 
















orney, | b6 
This inform furnished by C аррагердіу СС 
ав an explanation of statement concerning paym 
by COVELLI to a man 
However, COVELLI said he contacte 
the office and no payment was made. 
On July 21, 1959, the Houston Division related oo 


He was unable 
to suggest any corroborating witnesses. 


On July 22, 1959, the Houston Division related- 
that informati rom COVELLI that the 56 
person in the] | KTC 
Не is described as age 31, 5'10", and having brown hair. 


- 89 - 
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FBI | | e 

| | | 
2 | | Ddte: 8/25/59 | 
| 

й ! ; РЕ PLAIN TEXT | 


Transmit the following in 
Е iie (Type in plain ; text or code) 











Via TEE : айз ш паса А NT 
NS aes ms ў mS MES (Priority or т Method oj Mailing) - MEM! 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI | 
| FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (15-12848) 
жы | 
„+7 : 
мааа ЕТ AL. й 
TFIS; 04; : BRIBERY. 
O0 :CHICAGO | 
: HRerep of sa[ Дае Chicago dated 8/5/59, 
Е | Bulet dated 8/20/59, Houston airtel to the Büreaü dated 


8/22/59, and Chicago airtel to theo Büreau dated 8/24/89. 


INVESTIGATION ВЕ BRIBERY | 
SINCE LAST REPORT... | | ; 





й 





ПОСИ е 
А — Were interviewed wih/ - [5 
negative results for any knowledge they have conóerning | 
information possessed Бу] | | |regárding the bribery.. A 

They stated they would encourage him to, talk to agents. 


||. | | Salt Lake City Division on 8/10/59 advisea| | b6 
| М refused to be interviewed b/C 
; ў ,ехсер% in presence of attorney, so no interview conducted. 


34Bureau. (15-38700). | 
l-Dallas :(26-24264) (info) ; 











‚ 2-Houston (15-1492) (info) Js : 
2-5а1% Láke City (15-1788) (info) -2 4 722- 2 - - 
l-Ch icago | RE А 6 
RHB:MAD ; “ | 
(9) 4 | 13 AUG 27 1959 | 
4 i x : ў . ў ' 
| ; ЕХ10 | um pd N р . 2 м МЫ 
саў ^ NN ү. 
ers = ЖТТ! g ша sent - ——- LX МАХ“ Р ег ——————— 


“62 ЗЕР Я dust ў Г Chargé 








са 15-129h8 
LEADS IN TFIS INVESTIGATION 
Will locate and interview 
‚ 1. LEO, cook аб Cafe Continental 


2. Brother of "RUEPIE" LISCIANDREBLO who 
operates grocery: store. 


3. ! | 
inental 


WIL discuss with USA feasibility of bringing 
RUEFY LISCIANDRELLO, "НОТ рос" LESOIANDRELLO 
and before FGF inasmuch as they have been 
uncooperative on prior intorviows with Bureau Agents. 





MISCELLANEOUS 


| It is noted COVELLI has reauested investigation 
be delayed ә 1 ае 
ТІ be closely folloWed 


with] Гру the Chicago Division; however, most 


of the 85076 roads, іб is felt, can be covered without 
бөлеу. 


It is contemplated additional loads vill be 
developed'upon receipt of report from Hoüston regarding 


voóont interviews апа signed statement of COVELLI. 


Qopies of this report аге designatéd for Dallas, 
Houston, and Salt Lake City for info inasmuch ås“. 
Тар һө? investigation will probably be requested at 
а later dato of those divisions. 
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та - b, БС 
U3 - bó, БС 
q4 - bó, БС 
V5 - bó, Б “С 
те - Бо, БС 
Y; - bó, БАС: 
US — bó, БС 
та - bó, БС 
50 - bó, БС 
81 - Ба, БАС: 
за - Ба, БС: 
53 -- Ба, b'7cC 


a4 -- Ба, БС 
өз - Ба, БАС: 


өй - Ба, ЫС 


a7 -- h6, БС: 
өз - Ба, ЫС 


59 — bó, БС: 


an ~ Ба, b'7c 
91 - bá, ЕЭС 


аа - Ба, БС 


23 - ъё, БС: 
94 — Ба, БС 
95 - Ба, БС: 
an - Ба, БС: 
ағ -— Ба, БС: 
ав - Ба, 7C 


go — Ба, БУС: 
100 — Һа, В 


101 - Һа, В 


102 ~ Һа, В 
103 ~ Һа, Бл 


105 - Һа, В 


106 ~ Һа, БС 
107 — Һа, БС 


105 — Һа, БС 


Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 
Басе 


109 — Һа, В 
110 ~ Һа, В 


111 - Һа, В 


112 - Һа, В 
113 — Һа, В 


114 — Һа, Б 


115 — Һа, Бл 
116 - b, В 


117 - Бе, Бл 


115 — Һа, В 
119 - Һа, В 


120 - Һа, В 


121 - Һа, Бл 
122 - Һа, В 


123 - Һа, Бл 


125 - Һа, В 
129 - Һа, В 


